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[Coutinucd  from  page  355.] 

niSTRIRCTIO.N  OF  THE  SCRIPTURES  AMOKO  ROMAN  CATHOLICS. 

In  speaking  of  the  facilities  which  the  Committee  have  formed 
for  this  purpose,  it  is  said— • 

Your  Committee  are  compeIled*to  admit,  that  such  facilities 
have  not  been  universal. 

In  some  of  the  countries  of  Europe  professedly  Catholic,  dif- 
iiculties  have  arisen,  which  have  caused  a  temporary  interruption 
to  the  progress  of  Bible  Societies,  and  to  that  circulation  of  the 
Holy  Scriptures  which  it  is  their  sole  and  exclusive  object  to  pro¬ 
mote.  Such  has  been,  particularly,  the  case  in  Austria  and  Bava¬ 
ria :  in  each  of  which.  Edicts  have  been  published,  forbidding  the 
establishment  of  Bible  Societies  ;  suppressing  those  already  in  ex¬ 
istence';  and  actually  prohibiting  the  receipt  and  possession  of 
copies  of  the  Scriptures,  printed  in  foreign  countries,  though  fur¬ 
nished  only  to  the  Protestant  population. 

“  Your  Committee  have,  however,  the  satisfaction  to  state,  that 
in  various  parts  of  Catholic  Germany,  notwithstanding  the  opposi¬ 
tion  which  has  been  made  to  the  free  circulation  of  the  Scriptures, 
a  wide  and  effectual  door  for  their' entrance  has  been  opened. — 
Several  versions  of  the  New-Testament,  executed  by  Catholic 
Clergymen,  continue  to  be  most  eagerly  inquired  after,  thankfully 
received,  attentively  read  ;  the  more  so,  as  they  have  obtained  the 
sanction  of  several  Episcopal  authorities. 

“  In  particular,  the  Catholic  Professor  of  Divinity  at  Marburg, 
Jjeander  Van  Ess,  has  persevered  in  his  illustrious  career  of  print¬ 
ing  successive  editions  of  his  German  New  Testament ;  and  dis¬ 
tributing  them,  through  a  variety  of  important  channels,  among 
the  members  of  his  own  communion. 

“  Encompassed  with  difficulties,  he  has  been  neither  intimida¬ 
ted  in  his  resolution,  nor  obstructed  in  his  work. 

“  In  the  course  of  the  last  autumn,  the  Professor,  though  great¬ 
ly  exhausted  by  incessant  exertions,  undertook  a  Biblical  Tour 
through  some  of  the  Provinces  hy  which  the  place  of  his  resi¬ 
dence  is  surrounded.  ‘  My  aim,’  said  the  Professor,  ‘  will  be,  to 
strengthen  and  confirm  many  friends  of  the  Bible,  to  reconcile 
enemies,  and  to  scatter  the  blessed  seed  of  the  Word,  on  the  right 
hand  and  on  the  left.”  In  this  spirit  he  performed  the  journey 
which  ho  bad  projected ;  and  returned  from  it  considerably 
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strengthened,  both  in  his  determination  to  disperse  the  Scriptures^ 
Rnd  in  his  means  of  accomplishing  their  dissemination. 

**  Your  Committee,  regarding  the  circumstances  of  the  Profes¬ 
sor  as  particularly  advantageous,  and  desirous  to  avail  themselves 
of  the  opportunities  which  his  zeal  and  activity  afforded  them,  an¬ 
swered  all  his  applications  by  the  most  liberal  grants  ;  and  in  the 
course  of  the  year,  have  supplied  him  with  funds  to  the  amount  of 
£5000. 

**  An  account  of  their  eipenditure  has  been  regularly  transmit¬ 
ted  ;  and  your  committee  owe  it  equally  to  the  Professor,  and 
to  the  Members  of  the  Society,  to  say,  that  the  statements  have, 
on  every  occasiou  been  most  minute  and  satisfactory. 

NORTH  OF  EUROPE. 

“  Returning  to  the  North  of  Europe,  your  Committee  will  com¬ 
mence  their  account  of  the  transanctioos  in  that  large  and  interest¬ 
ing  portion  of  the  Biblical  Field,  by  observing,  in  general,  that  the 
conduct  of  their  excellent  and  indefatigable  agents,  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Patterson,  Mr.  Pinkerton,  and  Dr.  Henderson,  (the  last  of  w  hom 
they  have  the  happiness  of  seeing  among  them,  on  this  Anniversa¬ 
ry,)  has  continued  to  be  characterized  by  that  diligence,  zeal  and 
propriety,  which  justify  the  confidence  reposed  in  them  by  your 
Society,  and  have  endeared  both  their  persons  and  their  services 
to  the  Patrons  and  Directors  of  the  Continental  Bible  Societies 
with  which  their  labors  are  connected.” 

The  state  and  progress  of  the  Societies  in  Denmark,  Iceland, 
Sweden,  and  Norway,  are  then  reported. 

Reference  is  made,  with  just  approbation,  to  the  address  of  the 
Landffrave  Charles  of  Hesse,  delivered  at  the  first  anniversary  of 
the  Sleswick-Holstein  Bible  Society* 

A  Society  at  Rendsburg,  states-— 

**  The  establishment  of  Bible  Societies  has  evidently  bad  the  most 
beneficial  influence  in  reviving  Christian  Principles  in  the  minds  of 
men,  in  this  time  of  infidelity  and  contempt  of  religion.” 

The  Committee  of  the  Gottenburg  Society  observes,  that 

“  They  have  good  reason  to  believe,  that  the  increased  call  for  Bi¬ 
bles  proceeds  from  an  awakened  seriousness  in  the  people ;  which 
will  not  allow  them,  any  longer,  to  do  without  this  most  important 
necessary  of  life  for  their  souls.” 

The  Upsala  Bible  Society 

is  stated  to  have  been  ‘  greatly  assisted  in  its  progress,  by  the 
Archbishop’s  impressive  Circular,  so  becoming  the  head  of  a  great 
diocese ;  which  received  unqualified  approbation,  and  produced 
good  fruit  both,  at  home  and  abroad.’  Similar  testimonies  are 
borne  to  the  superior  ecclesiastics  in  other  Societies,  and  of  those 
in  Wexio,  Carlstadt,  and  Hernosand,  it  is  emphatically  recorded, 
that,  *  in  all  three,  their  Bishops  have  taken  the  lead,  with  a  char¬ 
acter  and  zeal  well  befitting  Ministers  of  the  Most  High.’  ” 

[To  be  eontinned.] 
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^  EXTRACTfOF  CORRBFPOHDBIfCK. 

LtUer  from  the  Rev.  Dr.  Mason^  Secretary  for  Foreign  Correspond* 

enet  of  the  American  Bible  Society^  to  the  'Rev.* Frederick  Leo^  at 

Paris. 

New-York,  26lh  November,  1817, 

Mr  Dear  Sir, 

The  Directors  of  the  American  Bible  Society  on  the  6th  inst 
resolved,  that  6ve  hundred  dollars  be  presented  to  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Leo  in  Paris,  to  aid  him  in  the  printing  and  distribution  of  the 
Scriptures,  to  be  transmitted  by  the  Secretary  of  foreign  corres¬ 
pondence,  to  the  care  of  our  fellow-citizen,  Mr.  S.  V.  S.  Wilder^ 
ROW  in  Paris. 

The  departure  of  our  friend,  Mr.  E.  M.  Ely,  from  this  city  di¬ 
rectly  for  yours,  furnishes  me  with  a  most  desirable  opportunity  of 
discharging  this  order ;  which  I  do  w  ith  the  double  pleasure  at¬ 
tending  the  union  of  a  public  duty  with  a  private  gratification. — 
Mr.  Ely  will  pay  the  money  over  to  Mr,  Wilder,  who  will  be  pre¬ 
pared,  by  a  letter  from  me  of  this  date,  to  receive  it  and  band  it 
to  you  on  behalf  of  the  American  Bible  Society.  A  note  at  your 
earliest  convenience,  acknowledging  the  receipt,  w^ill  be  agree¬ 
able. 

I  hope,  my  dear  Sir,  that  you  will  see  in  this  act  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Bible  Society,  a  proof  that  your  many  and  arduous  labors  in 
the  good  work  of  spreading  abroad  the  word  of  life  are  not  forgot¬ 
ten  nor  disregarded  on  this  side  the  Atlantic  ;  and  that  you  will  be 
encouraged  to  persevere  in  your  noble  undertaking,  finding  your 
best  recompense  in  the  answer  of  a  good  conscience  toward  God, 
and  a  benevolent  spit  it  toward  man. 

Your  letter  from  Paris,  and  its  accompaniments,  for  which  I  ten- 
.der  my  thanks,  were  duly  received  at  London,  and.  shall  soon  be 
more  particularly  acknowledged  in  a  private  letter.  At  present  I 
have  only  to  add  the  expression  of  my  personal  regard  to  that  of 
the  Directors  of  the  Bible  Society,  and  to  wish  you  all  comfort 
and  success  in  your  Christian  undertaking. 

Yours  very  sincerely, 

JOHN  M.  aMASON. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Si  V.  S.  Wilder  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Mason,  Secretary 
for  Foreign  Correspondence  of  the  American  Bible  Society. 

Paris,  12th  JaDuar}^  1818. 

Rev.  Sir, 

Considering  it  a  peculiar  privilege  to  have  been  made  by  the 
Directors  of  the  American  Bible  Society  the  dispenser  of  their 
benevolence  to  Mr.  Leo,  and  desirous  that  the  glorious  cause  of 
our  Suviour  in  which  he  is  engaged  should  not  suffer  by  any  de¬ 
lay  on  my  part,  1  immediately  on  receipt  of  your  letter  of  2Cth 
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November  hastened  to  discharge  this  sacred  and  pleasing  duty,  bj 
advancing  to  him  in  their  name  the  sum  of  £675  francs,  ivhich,  at 
the  exchange  as  stated  by  Mr.  Ely  (from  whom  1  am  to  receive 
the  amount  in  sixty  days)  of  5  fr.  ‘^5  c.  the  dollar,  is  equal  to  the 
.  five  hundred  dollars,  which  you  inform  me  the  Directors  of  the 
American  Bible  Society  have  placed  at  my  disposition,  as  a  dona¬ 
tion  for  the  special  object  of  **  aiding  Mr.  Leo  in  the  printing  and 
distrilmtion  of  the  Scriptures.” 

Never,  Sir,  perhaps,  was  the  hand  of  God  more  conspicuous, 
than  in  this  act  of  the  American  Bible  Society  ;  and  generatione 
yet  unborn  will  undoubtedly  profit  by  their  munificence. 

Your  late  excursion  into  this  part  of  the  Lord’s  vineyard  must 
have  afi*orded  you  convincing  proofs  of  the  obstacles  which  atprer 
9ent  the  friends  of  truth  have  to  encounter  in  the  dissemination  of 
the  sacred  Scriptures ;  but  I  trust  the  period  is  not  far  distant, 
when  the  pure  doctrines  of  the  cross  will  triumph  over  prejudice 
and  superstition,  and  when  this  people  shall,  by  the  grace  of  God, 
be  brought  to  see  aright  the  things  which  appertain  to  their  spiritu¬ 
al  and  everlasting  good. 

For  all  particulars  respecting  the  success  which  has  attended 
Mr.  Leo’s  exertions,  and  the  result  of  his  labors  thus  far,  I  beg 
leave  to  refer  you  to  his  letter  and  documents  here  enclosed. 

Allow  me.  Sir,  to  reciprocate  the  regret  which  you  have  been 
pleased  to  express  at  our  not  meeting  in  Europe ;  and  to  assure 
you,  that  my  prayers  are  offered  to  the  Throne  of  Grace,  that 
your  health  and  usefulness  may  continue  to  be  the  special  object 
of  Divine  Providence  ;  that  you  may  long  be  preserved  an  able  in¬ 
strument  of  the  Society  in  conveying  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation 
through  the  blood  of  a  crucified  Redeemer  to  the  benighted  na¬ 
tions  of  the  world,  and  that  at  length  you  may  hear  the  welcome 
sentence,  well  done,  thou  good  and  faithful  servant,  enter  thou 
into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord.”^ 

Accept,  Rev.  Sir,  the  assurances  of  the  high  consideration  and 
respect  with  which  1  have  the  honor  to  be  your  very  obedi¬ 
ent  humble  servant, 

S.  V.  S.  WILDER. 


Letter  from  the  Rev,  Frederick  Leo,  to  the  Rev,  Dr,  John  M,  Masoo 
Secretary  for  Foreign  Correspondence  of  the  American  Bible  Sod* 
ety,  J^ew-York,  Paris,  I ^th  January,  1818. 

The  word  of  God  shall  stand  forever.*' 

Isaiah,  Chap.  40. 

Dear  Sir, 

Surely  the  exclamation  of  the  Prophet  holds  true  even  in  our 
times,  and  I  find  great  reason  to  apply  to  iny  present  situation  his 
assurance  at  the  end  of  that  chapter  :  He,  the  Lord,  giveth  pow¬ 
er  to  the  faint ;  and  to  them  that  have  no  might,  he  increaseth 
strength  bcc,  he.  he.  How  often  have  I  experienced  the  Lord’s 
wonderful  assistam^e  when  here,  in  a  strange,  barren  country, 
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nhcre  etery  thing,  apparently,  was  against  me.  I  WcHS  ready  to 
faint;  and  when  1  saw  that,  there  was  no  strength  in  me.  By 
your  letter,  my  dear  Sir,  intrusted  to  Mr.  Ely,  and  delivered  to 
me  bv  Mr.  S.  V.  S.  Wilder,  I  have  received  a  new  proof  that  the 
I  Lord,"  in  his  infinite  merry,  continues  to  regard  his  poor  and  help- 
I  less  servant.  The  generous  gift  of  the  American  Bible  Society, 
(the  value  of  which  amounts  to  two  thousand  six  hundred  seven- 
I  ty-five  francs,)  that  accompanied  your  letter,  is  a  great  and  visible 
[  proof  of  it;  and  it  is  owing  to  the  great  zeal  and  extensive  kind* 

!  ness  of  your  much  respected  countryman,  Mr.  S.  V.  S.  W'ilder, 
that  the  whole  sum  was  remitted  to  me  on  the  same  day  when 
your  information  had  reached  his  hands — as  the  ordinary  receipt 
!  (signed  by  the  Hoyal  Nc»tary)  that  accompanies  this  letter,  will  al¬ 
so  prove.  Mr.  Wilder  was  kind  enough  to  come  himself  to  ac¬ 
quaint  me  w'ith  that  happy  intelligence,  and  we  have  not  neglect¬ 
ed  to  return  our  humble  thanks  to  the  Almighty  in  that  very  in¬ 
stant. 

Please,  dear  Sir,  to  express  my  most  sincere  acknowledgment* 
to  the  benevolent  Society  that  has  charged  you  with  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  the  result  of  a  deliberation,  of  the  blessed  effects  of  which 
limited  human  beings  can  make  but  a  very  feeble  calculation.  The 
Directors  of  the  American  Bible  Society  have  offered  their  as¬ 
sistance  to  a  work,  the  plan  of  which  many  (of  our  Christian 
brethren)  had  long  before  contemplated  and  projected  ;  hut  which 
the  Lord  had  reserved  to  himself  to  regulate,  and  to  execute,  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  own  unerring  wisdom  and  pleasure.  We  adore  his 
ways  in  the  mean  time,  when  a  profound  silence  accompanies  our 
increasing  astonishment — seeing  such  immense  riches  springing  up 
from  nothing,  and  the  most  powerful  means  for  the  salvation  of 
souls  procured  by  the  most  feeble  instrument,  amongst  a  people 
of  the  greatest  influence. 

It  is  the  just  admiration  of  the  w^onders  of  the  Lord  which  dal¬ 
ly  surprises  our  expectation,  it  is  the  grace  of  our  God  that  never 
ceases  to  surpass  our  faith,  our  love,  and  our  hope — by  which  w  e 
are  enabled  to  persevere  unto  the  end,  and  to  attend  the  slow  but 
sure  approach  of  the  Saviour's  Kingdom. 

Nothing  can  be  more  able  to.raise  our  attention,  in  respect  to 
that  approach,  than  the  difierent  extraordinary  motions  at  present 
observed  in  France  ;  and  nothing  should  increase  more  the  unceas¬ 
ing  activity  of  real  Christians,  than  the  printing  of  the  Gospel  at 
Paris.  It  is  impossible  to  calculate,  I  repeat  it  again,  the  blessed 
effects  it  will  surely  procure,  not  merely  for  this  large  kingdom — 
not  only  for  the  continent  of  Europe — but  for  the  world  in  genr 
eral  wherever  the  French  language  has  gained  some  influence,  and 
where  a  native  of  France  is  sighing  after  gospel  information. 

Your  Bible  Society,  my  dear  Sir,  may  become  a  very  eminent' 
instrument  in  fulfilling  the  great  design  of  the  Lord  in  that  respect ; 
and  1  beg  you  to  make  use  of  the  great  and  whole  measure  of 
your  knowledge — infinitely  extended  by  your  last  travels — to  en-  ^ 
courage  the  good  wi|!  and  laudable  intentions  of  the  American  Bi* 
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Me  Society,  to  make  use,  in  the  most  expedient  manner,  of  all  the 
means  ready  here  in  our  possession  to  answer  the  great  plan  ot 
the  Saviour  of  the  world. 

How  many  thousand  French  are  intrusted  to  America.  Surely 
many  of  them  would  be  glad  to  possess  a  book  recently  printed 
in  their  native  country,  calculated  to  bring  them  the  new  tidings 
of  the  salvation  of  their  souls. 

It  will  please  you,  my  dear  Sir,  to  hear  that  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society  continues  to  make  gretat  demands.  A  fe»v 
days  ago  several  thousand  copies  of  Le  Maistre  de  Sacy’s  versioQ 
have  been  ordered  ;  and  many  have  before  happily  reached  their 
icspective  places  of  destination.  The  approbation  of  such  a  very 
respectable  Society  in  Europe  will  most  certainly  add  a  great 
weight  to  that  credit  which  my  feeble  efforts,  in  founding  a  similar 
institution  in  France,  already  have  been  honored  with  in  America; 
you  will  be  pleased  to  communicate « this  intelligence  to  all  the 
friends  that  might  take  an  interest  in  it. 

I  thought  to  be  able  to  enclose  you  some  printed  accounts  of 
my  proceedings ;  but  as  they  cannot  leave  the  press  before  this 
must  be  delivered,  I  shall  seize  the  first  opportunity  when  they 
can  be  sent. 

1  beg  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  present  my  best  respects 
and  brotherly  love  to  all  the  Directors,  as  well  as  to  the  Members 
of  the  American  Bible  Society  that  wish  to  be  informed  of  my 
situation.  I  recommend  myself  to  their  prayers,  and  more  espe 
cially  to  yours,  as  you  have  a  more  perfect  knowledge  of  all  the 
diiliculties  with  which  this  situation  is  surrounded. 

The  Lord  bless  you,  and  all  your  endeavors  in  following  his  di¬ 
rections  ! 

In  the  love  to  the  Saviour,  our  common  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
Most  affectionately  yours, 

FREDERICK  LEO. 

A  native  of  the  Grand  Duichy  of 
Mechlenhurg^  Schwerin, 


COMMVMCATSD  FOR  THE  EVANGBLCAL  SECORDSB. 

STATE  OF  S03IE  OF  THE  CHURCHES  IN  GENESEE 

COUNTY. 

[Concluded  from  page  310.} 

Warsaw  has  been  favored  with  two  revivals  siace  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  the  church  about  ten  years  since. 

Batavia  has  a  small  church  under  the  pastoral  care  of  the  Rev, 
Mr.  Chapin.  Religion  and  morals  are  gradually  gaining  ground  in 
this  place. 

A  great  alteration  has  been  made  in  Lc  Boy  within  two  years 
last  past  The  work  of  divine  grace  still  continues,  and  is  princi¬ 
pally  among  the  yoiUhr 
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Sweden  has  a  church  of  between  30  and  40  members,  formed  in 
September,  1816,  who  live  so  distant  from  each  other,  that  it  ren¬ 
ders  the  church  weak,  and  prevents  frequent  communion  and  ac* 
(tvc  cO"Operation* 

In  Barrtf  (late  the  south  township  of  Gaines,)  is  a  small  church 
formed  about  the  same  time  as  that  in  Sweden,  and  is  now  cxperi* 
cncinf;  a  time  of  refreshing  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord. 

In  Ridgeway^  is  a  small  church  that  has,  within  a  few  monthSi 
been  refreshed. 

The  church  of  Rochester  was  formed  in  1815,  and,  with  a  flour¬ 
ishing  congregation,  is  under  the  pastoral  caie  of  the  Rev. 
Williams. 

There  are  churches  in  Pembroke,  Attica,  Gainesville,  Perry, 
Moscow,  Mount  Morris,  and  Tuscarora,  of  the  particular  situation 
of  which  I  am  not  informed.  '  ^ 

GENERAL  REMARKS. 

There  is  much  reason  to  bless  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church, 
for  the  exercise  of  his  mercy  towards  this  part  of  our  country. — 
But  a  few  yeai*s  ago  and  it  was  a  howling  wilderness,  inhabited  by 
ignorant  pagans  ;  now  22  churches  are  established,  most  of  them 
flourishing.  The  state  of  morals  is  fast  improviug.  Public  senti¬ 
ment  is  generally  in  favor  of  religious  order  and  morality.  The 
churches  arc  all  of  them,  as  far  as  I  am  acquainted,  orthodox.  The 
foundation  appears  to  be  laid,  for  a  beautiful  part  of  the  Christiao 
temple. 

This  foundation  has,  under  the  divine  blessing,  in  a  great  mea¬ 
sure,  been  laid  by  the.  instrumentality  of  missionary  labors.  Mis¬ 
sionaries  from  the  Female  Western,  Youths’,  New- York  E\ angel¬ 
ical,  and  Connecticut  Missionary  Societies,  have  labored  in  this 
county  with  success.  The  Gospel  has  been  publicly  preached,  the 
cottages  of  the  wilderness  have  been  visited,  the  vicious  have  been 
reproved,  the  lethargic  roused  ;  scattered  professors  have  been 
led  to  an  acquaintance  with  each  other,  and  from  lonely  and  soli¬ 
tary  mourning,  made  to  rejoice  in  Cliristian  intercourse,  and  the 
establishment  of  Gospel  ordinances.  These  indefatigable  heralds 
of  tile  “  good  news”  from  God  to  man,  have  had  their  privations 
and  labors  amply  repaid  by  being  the  happy  instruments  of  build¬ 
ing  up  Zion,  and  making  the  wilderness  bud  and  blossom  as  the 
rose.  How  insipid  the  enjoyment  of  a  luxurious  living,  worldly 
case  and  honor,  compared  with  the  sacred  pleasure  of  feeding  the 
hungry  with  the  bread  of  life  ;  of  pouring  into  the  wounded  spirit 
the  balm  of  heavenly  consolation,  and  leading  the  scattered  sheep 
of  Immanuel’s  flock  “into  the  green  pastures,  and  beside  the  stiU 
waters”  of  salvation.  The  faithful  missionary  can  often  adopt  the 
language  of  Job  ;  “  when  the  car  heard  me,  then  it  blessed  me, 
and  when  the  eye  saw  me,  it  gave  witness  to  me.  The  blessing 
of  ^him  that  was  ready  to  perish  canr>e  upon  me,  and  I  caused  the 
widow’s  heart  to  leap  for  joy.”  Blessed  are  those  ministers,  who 
arc  willing,  like  their  divine  Master,  “  to  become  poor,  that  others 
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through  their  poverty  may  become  rich.”  Happy  privations,  that 
are  the  means  of  irnpartiog  the  uusearchahle  riches  and  untold 
treasures  of  the  Gospel. 

The  people  of  this  county  still  stand  in  need  of  missionary  la. 
hors.  The  settlements  are  new,  and  the  churches  in  their  infancy, 
the  greatest  proportion  of  them  of  not  more  than  3  or  4  years 
standing,  nearly  all  destitute  of  pastors,  and  many  of  the  settlers 
embarrassed  with  debts  for  their  lands.  It  will  be  for  the  interest 
of  Christ’s  kingdom,  for  missionary  societies  still  to  pay  attentiuii 
to  this  hopeful  held.  Seeing  there  is  such  a  promising  beginning  it 
is  of  the  tirst  importance  that  their  infant  and  destitute  churches, 
be  cherished  and  built  up  in  the  most  holy  faith.  The  friends  of 
Zion  are  now  much  engaged  ;  their  zeal  should  not  be  suffered  to 
abate,  nor  their  courage  to  sink  into  despondency,  by  neglect 

FOURTEENTH  ANNIVERSARY 

OP  Yh* 

BRITISH  AND  FOREIGN  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 

On  Wednesday,  the  6th  of  May,  1818,  was  held,  at  Free  Ma* 
sons’  Hall,  London,  the  Fourteenth  Anniversary  of  the  British 
and  Foreign  Bible  Society. 

Among  the  numerous  and  respectable  assemblage,  upon  this  in¬ 
teresting  occasion,  were,  The  Bishops  of  Norwich,  Gloucester, 
Cloyne,  and  Derry  ;  Their  Excellencies  the  Ambassadors  from  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  from  His  Serene  Highness  the 
Prince  of  Hesse  Homhiirg;  the  Earl  of  Harrowby,  Lord  Gambler, 
the  Right  Hon.  Nicholas  Vansiltart,  M.  P.  Sir  Thomas  Dyke  Ac- 
lartd,  Bart.  M.  P.  Thomas  Babington,  Esq.  M.  P.  Joseph  Butter- 
w’orth.  Esq.  M.  P.  Charles  Grant,  Esq.  M.  P.  Charles  Grant,  Jun. 
Esq.  M.  P.  Admiral  Sir  James  Saumarez,  Bart.  K.  G.  C.  B.  kc. 

Lord  Teignmouth,  in  opening  the  business  of  the  day,  read  a 
note  from  the  Bishop  of  Salisbury,  at  his  Lordship’s  particular  re¬ 
quest,  stating,  that  he  was  much  mortified  at  being  prevented,  by 
illness,  from  attending  the  Meeting. 

An  Abstract  of  the  Report  was  read  by  the  Rev.  W.  Dealtry, 
from  which  it  appeared  that  the  Cash  Account  stood  as  follows: 

£  s.  d. 

Total  Net  Receipts,  exclusive  of  Sales,  68,359  19  9 

Of  which  sura,  £55,857  7s.  5d.  was  contributed 
by  Auxiliary  Societies. 

Received  by  Sales,  the  major  part  of  which  was 
for  Bibles  and  Testaments  purchased  by  Bible 


Associations . 18,620  0  2 

86,979  10  11 

Total  Net  Payments . 71,099  I  7 


That  the  issue  of  Bibles  and  Testaments,  within  the  year,  have 
been  89,795  Bibles,  104,306  Testaments;  making  the  total  issued 
liy  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  in  somewhat  less  than 
liif  teen  years,  more  than  tiro  millions  of  Bibles  and  Testaments- 
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The  Right  Hon,  .V.  VansitlaH^  (Chancellor  of  the  tlxchequer.) 

Mt  liOKI), 

*‘I  take  take  tHt>  liberty  of  rising,  to  move  that  the  Report  of 
the  Comiiiittoe  be  received  and  adopted.  And  if  that  were  the 
sole  object  of  my  addressing  yon,  it  would  be  unnecessary  for  me 
to  add  any  thing  to  the  impression  which  the  Report  itself  must 
have  made.  I  might  leave  its  contents  to  make  their  own  impres- 
cion  on  your  minds.  For  I  can  appeal  to  all  who  have  heard  it, 
whether  a  Report  replete  with  more  important  facts,  and  leading 
to  more  animating  conclusions,  was  ever  delivered  to  this,  or  any 
other  Society.  I  must  be  permitted,  my  Lord,  to  take  this  op¬ 
portunity  of  expressing  the  gratification  with  which  I  am  again  en¬ 
abled  to  partake  of  this  great  feast  of  Christian  benevolence.  I 
must  be  permitted  to  state  the  admiration  and  gratitude  with  w  hich, 
in  common  with  those  around  me,  I  see  the  great  plans  of  Provi¬ 
dence  developing  themselves,  and  its  mysterious  purposes  appa¬ 
rently  about  to  be  effected ;  and  in  particular,  that  we  are  allow  ed, 
and  enabled,  in  however  Iiumbio  a  degree,  to  co-operate  in  so 
great  a  w’ork.  AV^e  find,  that  while  the  zeal,  the  liberality,  and  en¬ 
ergy  of  this  Society,  have  in  no  respect  diminished  within  the  Brit¬ 
ish  dominions,  its  operations  have  been  widely  extending,  and  re¬ 
ceiving  the  most  energetic  aid,  among  foreign  nations.  I  particu¬ 
larly  allude  to  what  we  have  heard  respecting  the  Empire  of  Rus¬ 
sia,  and  the  States  of  America.  Can  we  be  too  grateful  to  that 
Providence  which  has  touched  the  hearts  of  kings  and  of  statesmen, 
which  has  raised  up  a  zealous  protectorand  propagator  of  the  Gos¬ 
pel,  in  the  great  Sovereign  of  the  North  ?  Can  we  be  too  grateful 
that  those  extensive  dominions,  stretching  in  a  solid  mass  through¬ 
out  the  longitude  of  one  half  of  the  circumference  of  the  globe, 
arc  about,  in  the  numberless  languages  spoken  in  that  vast  empire, 
to  receive  the  blessings  of  Christianity  ? 

“  In  the  other  hemisphere  the  prospect  is  equally  cheering  and 
delightful.  Happy,  indeed,  is  the  time  when  the  two  greatest 
maritime  nations  upon  earth  are  seen  uniting  their  numberless 
fleets,  to  circulate,  universally,  the  glad  tidings  of  the  Gospel.  If 
we  may  suppose,  my  Lord,  that  the  spirits  of  the  just,  delivered 
from  the  burden  of  the  flesh,  are  allowed,  on  any  occasion,  to  take 
a  part  in  human  affairs,  with  what  delight  must  they  co-operate  in 
a  work  like  this;  when  after  the  lapse  of  so  many  ages,  in  whicli 
cause  of  truth  appears  rather,  perhaps,  to  have  receded  than 
advanced,  we  find  the  ice  beginning  to  be  melted  by  the  beams  of 
flic  Sun  of  Righteousness  ;  w  hen  we  see  idolatry  and  superstitionf 
hcatlicnisni  and  ignorance  every  where  yielding  to  the  simple,  the 
inoffensive,  the  benevolent  exertions  of  the  Christian  Missionary. 
This  spectacle  must  be  viewed  with  deliglit  by  those  wdio  have  gone 
before  us,  and  who,  many  of  them,  sacrificed  their  lives,  and  all 
ojftred  their  prayers,  lor  such  a  consummation  as  we  witness. — 
Truly  we  may  say,  in  the  language  of  Scripture,  ‘  that  many 
piopliets  and  kings  have  desired  to  sec  the  things  that  we  see,  but 
have  not  seen  them,  and  to  hear  the  things  wliich  we  hear,  but 
have  not  heard  Micm.” 
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77ic  Bishop  of  Cloyne.  , 

“I  rise  to  second  the  motion  of  ll)c  llij^ht  Honorable  Gcnllcman 
tvho  preceded  me.  But  perhaps  it  may  he  expected  that  i  should 
say  a  lew  words  upon  the  business  which  calls  us  together.  1  con¬ 
gratulate  you  upon  the  progress  of  your  exertions  to  spread  the 
name  of  Christ  over  the  world,  to  carry  into  execution,  as  far  as 
you  can,  the  great  apostolical  commission,  *  Go  and  baptize  all  na¬ 
tions.’  For  how  could  they  be  baptised  in  the  name  of  Jesus, 
without  first  becoming  acrpiaiiited  with  the  fact  which  the  Bible 
reveals — that  the  blessed  Jesus  is  their  Savior  ?  That  there  should 
be  persons  in  this  country  who  view  our  proceedings  with  suspici<»n, 
is  to  me  matter  of  surprise  and  concern  ;  especially  as  1  see,  among 
the  ranks  of  those  who  are  enemies  to  our  society,  the  names  of 
scholars  whom  I  admire,  and  of  friends  whom  I  love^  Yet,  con¬ 
scious  how  very  diiferenlly  tlie  same  object  strikes  all  of  us,  as  it 
appears  in  dilTerent  ligbls,  1  do  not  condemn  their  judgment,  while 
1  claim  the  great  right  of  a  Protestant  minister  to  consult  my  own. 

‘‘ I  have,  however,  my  Lord,  still  more  to  lament,  that  there 
Hccms,  of  late,  an  increasing  spirit  of  hostility  against  those  of  us 
who  are  Members  of  the  Estahiishment.  At  first  our  opponents 
disputed  with  us;  they  then  pitied  us;  and  now  they  censure  us.-— 
One  gentleman  has  ventured  to  assert,  that  the  whole  of  our  ex- 
.ertions  may  be  resolved  into  a  fondness  bir  popularity',  and  indif¬ 
ference  to  the  established  church.’  A  little  while  after,  another 
person  went  much  further  ;  for  he  declares  us  to  be  an  Anti-Chris¬ 
tian  Association,  formed  for  Anti-Christian  purposes.  Now  it  ap¬ 
pears  to  me  extraordinary,  not  to  say  absurd,  that  persons,  send¬ 
ing  the  Bible  to  dlfierent  countries,  and  disseminating  it  among  the 
poor  at  home,  should  be  accused  of  not  believing  in  the  Bible.  I 
confess  1  ani  shocked  at  a  charge  of  such  a  nature,  brought  against 
so  many  respectable  persons.  Gentlemen,  lam  a  Member  of  the 
United  Church  of  England  and  Ireland.  1  believe  it  is  doctrines 
from  the  bottom  of  my  heart,  and  I  perform  its  functions;  bull 
detest  the  intolerance  which,  on  account  of  a  shade  of  difference 
in  doctrine  or  discipline,  would  consign  any  one  to  the  uncove- 
iianted  mercies  of  God.  What,  Gentlemen,  because  Luther  dif¬ 
fered  from  our  church  in  some  respects,  was  he  therefore  no  Chris¬ 
tian  ?  The  man  that  first  seized  the  torch  which  illumined  all  the 
West  of  Europe,  and  taught  us  to  read  and  understand  the  Gospel, 
was  he  no  Cliristian  himself.^  WMiat  shall  we  say  of  the  different 
reformed  churches  in  Germany.^  W'hat  of  the  Church  of  Scotland 
— of  the  Presbytery  of  Glasgow,  which  forms  so  respectable  a 
part  of  it,  and  which  has  certainly  been  deeply  imbued  in  the  guilt 
that  attaches  to  our  eflbrts?  For,  no  persons  have  assisted  us 
more  with  their  purses  and  with  their  prayers.  And,  to  come 
oearcr  home,  Genllemen,  ought  such  charges  to  be  hastily  thrown 
out  against  the  Prelates  of  the  Established  Church?  I  say  nothing 
as  to  those  who  arc  present;  they  want  no  defender:  but  1  may 
be  allowed  to  repel  the  attack  with  indignation,  as  far  as  it  applies 
t4i  some  w:bo  are  absent,  and  tg  one  who  uo  more  ;  men  wh(x 
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have  tleferulcfl  the  Christian  doctrines  by  their  u  ritin^s,  and  adorn¬ 
ed  it  by  their  lives  ;  to  the  venerable  name  of  Ptirteiis,  and  Bur- 
"•css  and  BaiTinj;U)n.  Are  such  men  not  to  he  Christians  r — I  fan- 
rv  the  respectahle  audience  I  address,  the  noblemen  and  gentte- 
inen  on  the  platform,  the  merchants  of  the  city,  the  ministers  of 
•tale,  who  have  come  forward,  mrirh  to  their  credit,  on  more  than 
one  occasion,  to  declare  their  concurrence  in  our  principles,  will 
be  rather  stiirt led  at  hearinp;  that  they  are  none  of  tiiem  Christians  ! 
Half  Europe  will  be  astonished  at  the  discover}’  tliat  Mr.  Wilber- 
force  is  not  a  Christian.  Centlemen,  such  charj^es,  against  such 
men,  can  only  be  dismissed  from  our  minds  wiili  utter  contempt, 
conscious  as  we  are  of  ihe  truth  of  the  common  maxim,  that  no 
disputant  has  recourse  to  hard  names  until  he  finds  himself  deficient 
in  goi>d  reasons. 

“  I  must  say  a  few  words  about  another  adversary  of  ours,  and  I 
will  say  them  as  mildly  as  I  can  ;  I  mean  one  that  appeared  some 
months  ago.  Ills  Holiness  the  F^ope.  This  respectable  personage, 
and  respectable  Ije  is  in  many  particulars,  hns  condescended  to  pub¬ 
lish  a  Hull  against  us.  He  says,  that  many  heresies  will  appear, 
but  that  the  most  baneful  of  all  heresies  is  the  reading  and  dissem¬ 
ination  of  the  Bible.  So,  then,  to  propagate  that  Book  in  which 
Christianity  is  founded,  is  Uy  propagate  iieres3\  The  misfortune 
of  this  Bull  certainly  is,  that  it  comes  into  the  world  a  thousand 
years  too  late.  It  might  have  flone  some  harm  in  the  ninth  centu¬ 
ry,  but  will  have  very  little  effect  in  the  nineteenth;  and  I  am  glad 
to  know"  that  we  have  still  the  countenance  of  many  respectable 
men  of  that  communion.  This  is  is  not  a  time  or  place  to  say  more, 
and  I  shall  leave  the  subject,  with  one  quotati(»n  from  St.  Paul : — 
‘I  thank  niy  God,  that  after  the  way  which  they  call  heresy,  so 
worship  I  ihe  God  of  my  fathers.’  Proceed  in  your  exertions, 
Gentlemen  ;  God  will  prosper  them  ;  and  neither  our  enemies  at 
home,  w  ith  all  their  pamphlets,  nor  the  Pope  himself,  with  all  his 
Bulls,  nor  the  great  enemy  of  mankind,  with  all  his  arts,  will  be 
able  to  prevail  against  us.’’ 

His  Excellency  Mr,  Rush^  Envoy  Kxlram'dlnary,  and  Minister 
Plenipotentiary,  from  thx  United  States  of  ,lmerica. 

have  been  requested,  since  I  came  here  this  morning,  by  one 
of  the  officers  of  this  Institution,  In  move  that  the  thanks  of  this 
Meeting  be  given  to  the  Right  Honorable  Lord  Teignrnouth,  Pre¬ 
sident  of  this  Society.  Although  sensible  of  my  incompetency  to 
this  task,  I  feel,  at  the  same  time,  that  1  cannot  decline  it.  Nor 
can  1  help  expressing  the  great  and  solid  satisfaction  which  every 
bosom  must  feel  at  this  Anniversary  commemoration.  Happily, 
there  is  a  common  ground  upon  which  ail  the  nations  of  the  wcu  ld, 
who  make  up  the  family  of  Christendom,  can  associate  together; 
and  it  is  still  a  happier  and  more  consoling  reffection,  that  it  is  a 
ground  upon  which  they  can  always  meet,  and  ought  always  to 
meet,  as  friends  and  as  brothers.  Kings,  Kmperors,  Uepuhlics, 
whatever  Ihe  grandeur  or  the  means  of  Iheir  human  sw  ay,  nil  lQ«!k 
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up  to  the  same  power,  are  all  protected  hy  tlie  same  almiglity 
hand  :  the  precepts  and  the  truths  contained  in  the  Sacred  Volume, 
which  it  is  the  great  and  the  useful  purpose  of  this  Institution  to 
disseminate,  are  such  as  command  the  consentaneous  reverence  of 
all  nations:  and  why  ?  Thosc^  precepts  and  those  truths  teach  the 
maxims  of  charity  and  lo\e,  not  merely  between  man  and  man,  but, 
taking  a  far  more  extensive  range,  they  inculcate  peace  and  good 
will  between  nation  and  nation.  And  hence,  the  representative  of 
another  nation,  through  a  kindness  so  often  extended  to  foreign 
ministers  in  this  metn^polis,  is  permitted  to  be  present  at  such  a  cel¬ 
ebration  as  this.  I  was  a  listener  to  the  eloquent  reflections  with 
which  the  R»*port  concluded.  They  are,  they  must  be,  true.  The 
poets  and  orators  of  Britain  may  select,  if  they  will,  other  topics 
of  renown,  hut  in  the  sober  records  of  the  moralist  and  the  histori¬ 
an,  in  the  eyes  of  other  nations,  in  the  eyes  of  the  great  family  of 
mankind,  the  establishment  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Soci- 
ty  will  ever  put  forth  the  purest,  the  most  incontestJhle  titles  to  the 
first  praise.  I  felt  the  force  of  those  kind  sentiments,  in  relation  to 
the  kindred  Institution  of  the  country  to  which  I  belong,  to  w  hich 
the  Report  also  has  allusion  :  I  felt  grateful  at  the  kind  manner  in 
xvliieh  these  sentin^ents  were  received,  lam  sure  I  shall  but  anti¬ 
cipate  the  wishes  of  the  Bible  Society  of  the  United  States,  if  I 
return  their  most  grateful  thanks.  I  felt  with  equal  force  and  grati¬ 
fication,  the  sentiments  uttered  hy  the  Right  Honorable  and  distin¬ 
guished  Gentleman  who  first  spoke.  May  the  canvas  of  the  two 
countries  spread  more  extensively  over  the  world  the  riches  ob 
Christian  benevolence  than  it  docs  the  riches  of  commerce  ;  and 
henceforth,  may  that  be  their  only  strife.” 

Admiral  Sir  James  Saumarez,  Bart,  K,  G.  C.  B.  in  moving  the 
Thanks  to  the  y{cc~P residents,  expressed  his  warm  attachment  to  the 
object  of  the  Institution  ;  and  declared,  that  hi  the  whole  course  of  hi^ 
professional  experience,  he  had  always  found  those  seamen  who  read 
Vie  Scriptures,  most  attentive  to  their  duties,  most  obeditnt  to  their  ofi- 
cers,  and  most  courageous  in  the  hour  of  danger. 

The  Rev,  Ralph  JVardlaw,  Secretary  of  the  Glasgow  Bible  Society, 

“Thirteen  j'ears  ago,  my  Lord,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  being  a 
silent  spectator  and  hearer  at  the  First  Anniversary  of  this  Institu¬ 
tion  :  and  I  should  have  been  pleased  had  your  Lordship  and  t!ie 
Committee  permitted  me  the  same  pleasure  on  the  present  occa¬ 
sion.  And  yet  I  know  not  whether  I  ought  to  say  so  ;  for  w  bile  1 
feel  a  diffidence,  w’hich  I  hope  is  not  affected,  in  coining  forward 
to  address  such  an  assembly  as  this,  I  do  feel,  at  the  same  time,  a 
glow  of  sacred  satisfaction  and  delight,  which,  in  some  measure, 
contributes  to  lift  me  above  the  fear  of  man  ;  while  I  express  my 
warm  and  growing  attachment  to  the  cause  of  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society.  And  I  participate  in  the  satisfaction  ex¬ 
pressed  already,  this  day,  arising  from  the  progressive  tiiumphs  of 
this  Institution^  from  the  time  of  its  formation  to  the  present 
hour. 
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{4  ii'j  n^y  Lord,  fifteen  years  ap;o,  any  man  had  ventured  to  stake 
the  creditor  his  prtiplielie  sagacity  on  the  prediction  that,  so  soon 
■  after,  a  Society  sho^iild  exist,  spending  at  the  rate  of  fourscore  thou* 
sand  pounds  a  yeur^  in  the  distribution  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  alone, 
and  sinroumied  by  Auxiliary  Societies  formed  upon  the  same  mo¬ 
del,  he  would  have  been  scouted  as  an  enthusiastic  visionary  ;  and 
I  while  wc  might  have  smiled  at  the  good  man’s  sanguine  expecta- 
[  tioii-S  our  smiles  woubi  have  been  followed  by  a  sigh  of  regret,  that 
anticipations  so  delightful  should  only  be  a  dream.  Yet,  my  Lord, 
the  dream  has  been  lealized  ;  the  vision  converted  into  a  reality  ; 
and  our  minds  are  become  so  familiar  with  that  w  hich  we  should 
then  have  regarded  as  utopian  and  visionary,  that  we  have  almost 
"  ceased  to  wonder  at  its  astonisliing  details.  If  any  thing  could 
have  impressed  our  minds  with  a  deeper  astonishment,  it  must 
have  been,  that  such  a  Society  should  ever  meet  with  opposition. 
But,  my  Lord,  I  consider  the  cause  of  tlie  Bible  Society  as  lh«; 
*  cause  of  Uod  and  truth,  and  that  all  opposition  to  it  is  like  the 
force  of  floating  feathers  against  the  rock  of  the  ocean.  It  has 
happened  to  this  Society,  as  it  has  happened  to  Ciiristiunity  itself. 
The  opposition  of  its  enemies  has  called  forth  the  zeal,  the  talents, 
the  argumentative  eloquence  of  its  friends  ;  and  every  fresh  as¬ 
sault  has  only  confirmed  its  stalulity,  and  brought  forth  its  right¬ 
eousness  as  the  light,  and  its  judgment  as  the  noon-day.  Yes,  this 
tree  of  life,  in  which  there  is  food  for  all,  and  the  leaves  of  which 
are  for  the  healing  of  the  nations,  has  only  struck  its  roots  the 
deeper  bj^  the  blasts  by  which  it  has  been  assailed;  it  has  extend¬ 
ed  its  branches  the  more  widely,  and  been  covered  with  the  more 
abundant  fruits  of  salvation  for  mankind  ;  and  amidst  all  the 
blasts  brought  upon  it,  not  a  leaf  of  its  lovely  foliage  has  been 
given  to  the  wind.  Then,  my  Lord,  when  I  consider  the  object 
of  this  Society,  and  how  dear  that  olqect  must  be  to  the  God  of 
the  Bible,  that  God  who  doctli  marvellous  things;  I  do  not  feel 
that  I  am  presumptuous  in  applying  to  this  Institution  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  ancient  inspiration  ; — ‘  When  thou  passest  through  the 
waters,  1  will  be  with  thee,  and  through  the  fire,  thou  shalt  not 
be  burned,  neither  shall  the  fiames  kindle  upon  thee.’  In  the 
midst  of  all  the  assaults  that  can  be  made  on  this  Society,  we 
may  sit  dow'ii  and  sing  Martin  Luther's  Pslam,  ‘  God  is  our  re¬ 
fuge  and  strength  ;’  and  possess  our  souls  in  tranquillity  and  per¬ 
fect  peace. 

“My  Lord,  I  consider  the  Biitish  and  Foreign  Bible  Society*  as 
having  w  rested  from  infidelity  twt»  of  its  favorite  sarcasms  and  re¬ 
proaches  which  it  has  cast  upon  Christians.  The.  first  1  allude  to 
is  the  reproach  of  supinenoss  and  indifiTereuce  among  Christians 
with  regard  to  that  Bible  w  bich  they  profess  to  believe.  Well 
might  the  infidel  be  astonished,  and  well  might  he  &neer  at  Chris¬ 
tians  who  professed  to  believe  it,  and  yet  seemed  to  show  so  little 
concern  about  diffusing  the  knowledge  of  that  Book  which  they 
profess  to  regard  as  the  Book  of  God,  and  the  know  ledge  of  wliicb 
they  conceive  to  be  connected  with  the  eternal  well-being  of  their 
fellow-creatures.  But,  my  I^oid,  that  reproach  is  now  rolling  away^ 
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and  infidels  must  see  that  Christians  are  in  earnest  about  the  Bi.  I 
ble.  May  we  all  show  the  most  anxious  and  increasing;  zeal  to  dif. 
fuse  the  knowledge  of  it  through  the  earth. 

‘‘The  other  reproach  I  alluded  to,  my  Lord,  is  the  reproach  of 
alienation  and  discord  among  the  friends  of  the  Bihle.  Certainly 
this  Society  has  contributed  most  extensively  to  take  from  infideh 
ily  thi?  topic  of  reproach.  I  speak  for  Scotland,  when  I  say  (hat 
this  Society  has  mateiially  changed  the  aspect  of  Christian  society 
there.  Multitudes  have  met,  that  never  met  before,  and  have  won* 
dered  how  they  could  agree  so  well.  They  have  looked  one  ano- 
Iherin  the  face,  have  embraced  one  another  in  the  arms  of  peace, 
affection,  and  love  ;  and  joined  hand  and  heart  in  (he  diffusion  of 
that  Bible  which  is  the  charter  of  our  spiritual  liberties,  the  bond 
of  our  social  union,  and  the  ground  of  our  hopes  for  eternity. 

“  No  feature  of  the  present  limes  strikes  me  as  more  interest¬ 
ing  than  the  fact,  that  the  zeal  of  Christians  to  give  the  Bible,  is  so 
remarkably  meeting,  throughout  the  whole  world,  with  n  zealous 
desire  to  receive  it.  And  that  desire  to  receive  it  appears  to  spring 
from  a  principle  of  want. 

“  There  seems  to  he  a  general  feeling  getting  abroad  in  the  world 
of  the  unsatisfarloriness  and  emptiness  of  the  idolatry  and  super¬ 
stition  of  paganism.  There  seems  to  be  an  agitated  state  of  mind, 
as  if  the  whole  world  was  saying,  ‘Wherewith  shall  I  come  before 
the  Lord,  and  bow  myself  before  the  most  high  God  Whatever 
be  the  distress  of  man,  it  is  distress  which  the  Bihle  relieves.  It  is 
sent  to  men,  whether  savage  or  civilized  ;  to  men  in  every  conc.eivr 
able  condition,  whatever  be  their  wants,  wrhatever  their  distresses, 
whatever  their  necessities.  Now  whence  has  come  this  solace  for 
all  the  woes  of  men,  and  this  relief  for  all  their  fears,  and  espe¬ 
cially  in  reference  to  the  prospects  w  hich  lie  before  (hem  in  a  fu¬ 
ture  world  ?  Whence  has  it  come  but  from  Him  who  has  adapt¬ 
ed  his  Gospel  to  our  necessities  ?  ‘  As  it  is  appointed  iirto  men  once 
to  die,  and  after  death  the  judgment,  so  Christ  was  once  offered  to 
bear  the  sins  of  many,  and  to  them  that  look  for  him,  he  shall  come 
the  second  time  without  sin  unto  salvation.’  1  look  upon  the  pres¬ 
ent  assembly,  my  Lord,  as  the  celebration  of  the  triumphs  of  this 
Society.  And  it  is  a  day,  1  confess,  to  which  I  have  looked  for¬ 
ward  with  longing  delight.  I  consider  it  as  the  celebration  of  the 
past  triumphs  of  this  Society,  as  w’ell  as  the  happy  anticipation  of 
what  it  is  5’et,  through  the  blessing  of  Heaven,  to  accomplish.  I 
cannot  help  viewing  our  present  Meeting  as  a  kind  of  annual  festi¬ 
val  held  upon  the  summit  of  a  mountain.  We  come  with  our  hearts 
glowing  with  mutual  love,  and  we  meet  at  the  top  with  shouts  of 
joy  and  praise.  Here  we  rear  our  altar  to  God,  here  we  plight  our 
common  iidelity  to  the  cause  of  the  Bible.  From  this  elevation 
we  cast  an  eye  abroad  upon  the  perishing  world,  upon  the  millions 
of  our  fellow-creatures  yet  destitute  of  the  Bible,  who  are  ‘  living 
without  God  and  without  Christ,  and  without  hope  in  the  world.’ 
Here  we  raise  our  signal  to  the  surrounding  nations,  and  we  in¬ 
scribe  upon  it,  ‘  Glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  on  earth  peace,  and 
goodwill  to  men  w  hile  it  is  seen  and  hailed  w  ith  rapturous  delight 
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Troll)  afar,  it  is  communicated  from  pole  to  pole  with  the  rapidity 
of  li^’htning,  and  ‘  distant  mountains  catch  the  flying  joy,* 

“Let  me  just  adycrt,  my  Lord,  to  the  grand  principle  of  this 
Society,  to  circulate  the  Bible  without  note  or  comment.  I  rejoice 
in  this  principle  ;  hut  it  involves  another,  a  principle  which  every 
Protestant  siiould  be  forward  to  avow  ;  that  the  Bible  itself  is  able 
to  make  men  wise  unto  salvation,  through  faith,  which  is  in  Christ 
Jesus.  I  rejoice  in  this  principle  too,  because  it  is  an  article  that 
ties  together  all  the  Bible  Societies,  and  Auxiliary  Societies,  and 
Branch  Societies,  and  Associations,  in  Britain,  and  Europe,  and 
throughout  the  world.  If  you  trench  upon  this  sacred  principle, 
my  Lord,  you  destroy  the  blessed  charm  that  binds  the  whole  to¬ 
gether.  If  you  trench  upon  this  sacred  principle  you  overthrow 
our  altars  w  hich  we  have  erected  to  the  God  of  the  Bible.  You  si¬ 
lence  our  shouts  of  praise  ;  we  must  then  descend  to  our  respective 
settlements,  with  hearts  deeply  grieved,  and  inscribe  on  our  Soci¬ 
ety,  ‘  Ichabod  ;*  the  glory  is  departed  ;  the  glory  is  departed  from 
Britain,  for  the  Bible  Society  is  no  more.  When  I  say  so,  my  Lord, 

I  do  not  use  language  stronger  than  expresses  the  feelings  of  my 
mind;  for  I  do  consider  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  as 
one  of  the  principal  glories  of  the  «nge  in  which  we  live,  and  of  the 
nation  to  which  we  belong.  I  consider  it  as  the  brightest  gem  in 
the  diadem  of  Britain,  as  the  most  brilliant  ray  in  the  glory  that 
encircles  her  head.  My  Lord,  if  you  keep  sacredly  to  the  princi¬ 
ple  just  adverted  to,  I  think  I  may  pledge  myself  for  Caledonia. — 
And  I  hope  there  is  not  a  North  Briton  who  will  not  join  his  hand 
in  the  pledge.  I  pledge  myself,  she  will  utter  her  voice,  and  lift 
up  her  hands  on  high,  in  behalf  of  the  Bible  Society.  She  will  do 
more  than  this ;  she  will  open  her  treasures,  and  present  her 
gifts,  not  of  frankincense  and  myrrh,  for  these  her  soil  does  not 
yield :  yet,  ray  Lord,  her  sons  are  distinguished  for  the  faculty 
which,  by  a  sort  of  Midas-tuuch,  turns  every  thing  to  gold  ;  and  of 
that  gold,  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  shall  never  want, 
its  due  proportion.” 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Liverpool^  dated  Jan.  7,  1818. 

A  CIRCUMSTANCE  occurred  during  the  last  month  relative  to  the 
Missionaries,  of  a  very  serious  nature.  Sir  Alexander  Johnstone, 
Lord  Chief  Justice  in  the  Island  of  Ceylon,  (who  is  a  very  warm 
friend  of  the  Missionaries  on  that  Island,)  is  just  arrived  in  Eng¬ 
land,  and  has  brought  with  him  two  of  the  principal  priests  of 
Budhu,  (the  name  of  the  god  w  hich  the  natives  worship,)  they  had 
read  the  gospels  which  are  translated  into  their  language,  and  their 
belief  in  the  religion  of  Budhu  was  considerably  shaken.  They 
read  the  gospels  over  again,  and  came  to  the  resolution  of  renounc¬ 
ing  the  worship  of  Budhu  and  embracing  Christianity-  They  had 
read,  that  except  a  man  give  up  houses  and  lands.  See.  for  the  sake 
of  Christ,  he  cannot  be  his  disciple;  and  understanding  this  in  a 
literal  sense,  they  immediately  parted  with  the  lands  which  had 
been  appropriated  for  their  support;  and  understanding  the  Chief 
Justice  was  coming  to  England,  they  waited  upon  him  to  request 


HYMN. 

lie  would  bring  them  with  him  to  England,  the  land  of  Christians. 
The j  told  him  they  read  that  Jesus  Christ  chose  (ishermen  for  lijj 
apostles,  they  said  that  they  were  of  the  caste  of  fishermen,  and 
that  perhaps  Jesus  Christ  would  send  them  to  preach  his  Gospel. 
Sir  A.  Johnstone  did  not  encourage  their  going  to  England,  told 
them  he  had  no  authority  to  take  them;  that  they  would  be 
great  expense  to  the  committee  who  manage  the  iMissions,  and 
that  there  was  no  room  in  the  vessel.  They  repeatedly  waited  up 
on  him,  and  said  they  would  go  in  the  steerage  if  he  ivouhl  hut  al¬ 
low  them.  Still  he  discouraged  them,  and  when  he  was  on  hoard, 
and  the  vessel  actually  under  way,  they  took  a  boat  from  the  shore 
and  went  along  side  the  vessed,  anrl  begged  in  the  most  importu 
nate  manner  he  would  take  them  along  with  him  ;  he  then  con 
sented,  and  they  came  in  the  steerage.  They  are  placed  under 
the  care  of  Dr.  Clark  at  Millbrook,  about  10  miles  from  Liver 
pool,  and  discover  the  greatest  genius.  They  are  learning  the 
English  language,  and  seem  must  anxious  to  be  made  Christians 
Dr.  Clark  labors  to  impress  upon  their  minds,  that  they  must  be 
made  Christians  at  the  heart.  They  anxiously  inquire  how  long  it 
will  be  before  they  are  Christians  at  the  heart.  One  is  about  2 
years  of  age,  the  other  about  25.  They  still  wear  their  robes, 
which  are  yellow,  and  are  w’orn  thrown  over  one  shoulder,  the  oth 
er  left  hare.  If  they  should  become  acquainted  with  true  religion 
and  ultimately  preachers  of  it.,  they  promise  to  he  of  considerable 
service  in  instructing  other  Missionaries  in  their  languages,  k-c.  £cc. 
and  in  preaching  the  Gospel  to  their  idolatrous  countrymen.  I  fee! 
a  very  str«)ng  desire  to  see  them,  but  they  have  not  appeared  in 
public,  and  very  few  persons  have  access  to  them.” 


HYMN, 
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*  Let  there  be  light:’— thus  spake  tlie  I  And  stretches  forth  to  heaven  hl< 
Word;  >  hands. 

The  ^yo^d  was  God  and  there  was  |  prom  day  to  day,  before  our  eyes, 

lio-ht  ’  5  _ _ . _ .1 _ tr--!.  I _ 


light.’ 

—Still  the  creative  v’oice  is  heard  ; 

A  day  is  born  from  ev’ry  night. 

And  ev'ry  night  shall  turn  to  day, 

While  months,  and  years,  and  ages 
roll  : 

—But  we  have  seen  a  brighter  ray 

Dawn  on  the  chaos  of  the  Soul. 

Nor  we  alone ;  its  ’wakening  smiles 

Have  broke  the  gloom  of  Nature’s 
sleep ; 

'fhe  word  hath  reach’d  the  Western 
isles ; 

The  Spirit  moves  on  yonder  deep. 

Already  from  the  dust  of  Death, 

Man  in  his  Maker's  image  stands ; 

Once  more  inhales  immortal  breath. 


tGmws  and  extends  the  Work  begun  :* 
—  When  shall  the  new  Creation  rise 
O’er  every  land  beneath  the  sun  ? 

I  When,  in  the  Sabbath  of  his  love, 

\  Shall  God  from  all  his  labors  rest; 

^  And  bending  from  his  throne  above, 

{  Again  pronounce  his  creatures  ble.'l  ? 

\  As  sang  llie  Morning  Stars  of  old, 
i  Shouted  the  Sons  of  God  for  joy  : 

2  His  widening  reign  while  we  behold, 

I  Let  praise  and  praj’r  our  tongues  em* 

\  ploy. 

i  Till  the  redeem'd,  in  ev’ry  clime, 

I  Y"ea,  all  that  breathe,  and  move,  and 
{  live, 

\  To  Christ,  through  ev’ry  age  of  time,. 
1  The  Kyigdom,  Power,  aiid  Glory  giv'e.* 


